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Teaching, Learning and School Fall Update
With seven weeks complete this school 
year, let’s take a moment to recognize the 
hard work and ingenuity of team members 
across the district.  We will not stop 
working to improve the teaching and 
learning experiences for our families. 

● Student Engagement and Attendance 
Rates

● Schoology Design for Teaching and 
Learning

● Family Supports - SISS
● Technology Access
● Vocal and Instrumental Music
● Digital Library
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Reminder: State Legislation on 2-Way Interaction (PA 165)

State Requirement: 

● 2-Way Interaction, 2 times per week
● 75% of students attending daily
● Communication between teacher or another district employee responsible for student 

learning, grade progression or academic progress
● Initial communication followed by response, relevant to the course or overall academic 

progress/grade progression
● Record of communication maintained/logged

○ Email
○ Telephone
○ Instant Message
○ Face-to-Face
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Student Engagement Rates 
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Reminder: AAPS Daily Attendance Practice and Monitoring
Daily Attendance Practices:

● Teachers record attendance daily

● Students who have logged in at any time during 
the learning block are marked “Present” (P)

● Students who have not logged in are marked 
“Unverified” (UNV)

● As has always been our practice, in real time, 
school support teams, including the office 
professional reach to families to assist students 
with logging in and attending

5



Teaching, Learning and School Fall 2020 Update  |  October 28, 2020

Average Daily Attendance Rates
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State Legislation on Student Interaction (PA 165)
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Student Outreach and Engagement Supports
Support for Students 

● Virtual small group supports for students focusing on academic and SEL support and 
engagement (i.e. tutoring, executive functioning skill development, etc.)

● Work with community centers and partners to engage with families that live in their 
communities who are not attending regularly 

● Engage with parents directly, in real time, when student are not attending classes

● Serve as a bridge for remedying technology needs and concerns that cause barriers to 
attendance and engagement

● When we get to our hybrid phase of learning we will have more frequent in-person supports 
for our students who are most at-risk 
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Student Outreach and Engagement Supports
● Counselors are following up daily in regards to specific students' needs whether it be SEL, 

mental health, or basic needs

● In-person wellness and attendance checks on students and families 

● Community outreach with building staff members dropping off supplies to homes, 
including delivery of non-tech. supplies (backpacks, calming kits, paper/pencil packets), 
sensory supports (e.g. wobble stools, manipulatives, etc.) and technology supplements (e.g. 
headphones, replacement devices, etc.)

● Counselors, Social Workers and School Psychologists collaborate weekly with teams 
district-wide to provide additional SEL support to staff, students and families in the 
community (including AAPS parent support groups,  Washtenaw Area Council for Children, 
Peer-to-Peer Depression Awareness through University of Michigan Depression Center, 
Ele’s Place, Girl’s Group, etc) 9
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Student Outreach and Engagement Supports

● Washtenaw County CARES Family Support, 24/7 Support Hotline at 734-544-3050

● Connecting Together--a twice per month drop-in support group for AAPS parents and 
guardians. Groups meet on the 2nd Tuesday (7:30-8:30PM) and 4th Thursday (1-2PM) of 
the month. Opportunity to connect with other parents to get ideas and support around the 
challenges parents and families are facing.

● One of the most important things occuring right now is reaching out and being flexible with 
families to make sure they know that they are wanted and welcomed and that we are here 
to support them with their needs 

10



Teaching, Learning and School Fall 2020 Update  |  October 28, 2020

Student Outreach and Engagement Supports
SISS and General Education

● Push-in support in regular education classrooms to support students access and 
understanding of content - then placed in break out rooms for support

● Special education team designing individualized instructional materials and resources for 
students for students with IEPs, or suspected of having a disability, through Good Faith Effort 
Plans/Continuity Learning Plans

● Creation of individualized visual schedules for children and families to ease the access and 
timing of support services

● Small group and individualized instruction toward IEP goals
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Enhanced Supports - Student Intervention and Support Services 

● All students receive social/emotional learning opportunities designed by 

psychologists, social workers, counselors and intervention specialists

● One to one supplemental support complementing class and small group 

work as needed

● Enhanced adaptive physical education online engagement across the 

district - World Cup competition

● Increased paraprofessional PD, support and connection specific to 

online student assistance and engagement.

● Increased direct interaction between intervention specialists and 
families needing additional support. 
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Family Supports - Student Intervention and Support Services 

AAPS Parent/Guardian Support Groups:

Connect together & find support as we face the 
challenges of 2020. 

Every 2nd Tuesday - 7:30pm - 8:30pm

Every 4th Thursday - 1:00pm - 2:00pm

Register HERE.
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On Demand Family Supports

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0PCC8BxfNfGGf0hT7jjfM4pgWWhYtNUzkPoFq4OHhJ8LdRg/viewform
https://sites.google.com/aaps.k12.mi.us/siss-resources/home
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Making Teaching and Learning Accessible
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Standard Course Design
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Consistent 
location for class 

calendar

Consistent 
location for past 

work

Consistent 
location for class 

meeting links

Consistent 
colors for daily 

folders
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Lessons Designed for Access
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Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles are 
incorporated into the template to support all 
learners

○ Multiple Modes of Engagement

○ Multiple Modes of Representation

○ Multiple Modes of Expression
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Engaging Students Online
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Ms. Stacey 
Greene

Tappan Middle 
School

8th Grade 
Science



Teaching, Learning and School Fall 2020 Update  |  October 28, 2020

Engaging Students Online
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Engaging Students Online
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Access to Technology and Internet

Contact: Jason Kitchen 
Student and Family Help Desk:  734-997-1222 
M - TH  1:00pm - 7:30pm; F 1:00pm - 5:00pm
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Devices:

16,650 devices have been 

distributed to students 

Connectivity:  
348 hotspots have been distributed to 

families

18 families and counting have received 

direct assistance in establishing Comcast 

Essential Sponsorship connections.   
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Vocal and Instrumental Music Thrives
● Here, the french horn section, 

with student section leader, 
have been working in a 
breakout room to practice and 
perfect their performace.  

● Then they move to the Upbeat 
app to individually record.  The 
Upbeat app quickly pulls the 
recordings into one ensemble 
recording.  

● Finally, the sections meet back 
together to share their work. 
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Dr. David Leach’s French Horn Section of the 
Pioneer Band
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Online Instrumental Music...one parent’s experience

“I just wanted to write and thank you for supporting the on-line band programming 
that is currently happening.  My son is at Pioneer and is loving it to say the least.  I 
am so happy because he was considering dropping band and is now more 
committed than ever to his instrument and continuing with band.  His older brother 
had a such a positive experience in the Pioneer band program so I am very happy 
that he is also continuing despite the unique circumstance.  I dare say that this 
change in learning style reinvigorated his love of music.  Thank you again. I know it 
was a big undertaking for all.”
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Renaissance myOn Digital Library Update
Renaissance myOn: We are in full swing at grades K - 5 with myOn for both small group and 
personal reading.
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Next Steps: Providing preschool teacher and students with access to myOn.
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Sora Digital Library Update
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● Live Now!

● Teacher Support 
Ongoing

● Amazing Librarians 
and ELA teachers 
introducing to students 
directly

● Family Access Video 
Coming Soom 
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Flexible Learning Paths
Our goal remains to provide flexible learning paths that best support our student 
and families. 
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We invite families to stay in close 
communication with teachers and 
administrators about their needs.  

We are here to help.


